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How Indian Bschools Are Meeting Challenges In the Turbulent Era ? 

 

- Dr Harivansh Chaturvedi, Director, BIMTECH, Greater Noida 

 
In an ever-evolving global landscape marked by rapid technological advancements, 
changing economic dynamics, and unprecedented disruptions, higher education 
institutions need to take a STEP UP. This acronym emphasizes the key aspects that 
institutions must focus on: Speed of Change (S), Technology (T), Environment (E), and 
People (P). Indian business schools (B-Schools) have embraced the challenges of the 
turbulent era, including the profound impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, economic crises, 
rising unemployability, geopolitical conflicts, and climatic disasters, equipping students 
with the necessary skills, knowledge, and resilience to excel in the competitive business 
environment.  
 
Agile Curriculum Design: Emphasizing Skill Development 
 
To address the challenges posed by the turbulent era, Indian B-Schools have revamped 
their curriculum, emphasizing the Speed of Change (S) and the need to equip students 
with contemporary knowledge and relevant skills to meet evolving market demands. They 
have incorporated emerging disciplines such as comprehensive skill development 
programs, crisis management, remote leadership, sustainable business practices, social 
entrepreneurship, data analytics, and artificial intelligence into their course offerings. 
These programs focus on honing communication, leadership, problem-solving, and critical 
thinking skills, fostering an entrepreneurial mindset, and nurturing emotional intelligence. 
By nurturing well-rounded graduates equipped with diverse skill sets and blending theory 
with practical learning experiences, B-Schools empower students to tackle complex 
business problems and make informed decisions, bridging the gap between academia and 
industry and boosting employability in an uncertain job market. 
 
Nurturing Entrepreneurial and Innovative Spirit 
 
The challenging times and economic uncertainties and disruptions have given rise to a 
spirit of entrepreneurship and innovation, addressing the Speed of Change (S) and the 
need to embrace emerging trends and technologies. Indian B-Schools are harnessing this 
potential by establishing incubation centers and entrepreneurship cells to provide aspiring 
entrepreneurs with the necessary resources and mentorship to turn their ideas into viable 
business ventures. They are encouraging students to think creatively, identify 
opportunities, and develop entrepreneurial mindsets by organizing entrepreneurship 
competitions, hackathons, and startup weekends.  
 
Responding to the Covid-19 Pandemic: Embracing Digital Transformation 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic wreaked havoc on the global education system, forcing institutions 
to swiftly transition to online learning. Indian B-Schools, known for their agility and 



2 
 

foresight, quickly adapted their teaching methodologies by embracing technology (T) and 
swiftly transitioning to virtual classrooms, ensuring uninterrupted education for their 
students during lockdowns and restrictions. They integrated technology into teaching, 
learning, and the overall delivery and management of their affairs. By harnessing digital 
platforms, virtual classrooms, online collaboration tools, and data analytics, B-Schools 
enhanced the learning experience and streamlined administrative processes.  
 
 
 
Fostering Industry-Academia Collaborations for Experiential Learning 
 
Indian B-Schools are increasingly fostering interdisciplinary learning, addressing the need 
for practical exposure and industry-relevant knowledge. They have recognized the 
importance of the Environment (E) and the inclusion of courses and programs that 
address environmental sustainability, climate change, and other related topics. 
Furthermore, they have fostered strong collaborations with industry partners, aligning 
with the Speed of Change (S) and the need to adapt and respond to emerging trends. 
These collaborations involve partnerships with companies, startups, and industry experts 
to provide students with exposure to practical scenarios, internships, live projects, guest 
lectures, and mentorship programs.  
 
Addressing Societal Challenges 
 
Indian B-Schools recognize that today's business leaders must not only drive economic 
growth but also address pressing societal challenges, aligning with the Environment (E) 
aspect of higher education institutions focusing on environmental sustainability and 
societal issues. They are incorporating modules on sustainability, ethics, and corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) into their curricula. By integrating these subjects, B-Schools in 
still a sense of social consciousness in future leaders, ensuring that business decisions are 
made with consideration for environmental sustainability, ethical practices, and social 
welfare. B-Schools are also encouraging students to engage in community service and 
volunteering activities, fostering a sense of responsibility and empathy. 
 
 
 
 
Emphasizing Emotional Intelligence and Resilience 
 
The turbulent era demands leaders who possess emotional intelligence and resilience, 
addressing the People (P) aspect of ensuring equal access to quality education. Indian B-
Schools recognize the importance of these qualities and are incorporating them into their 
curriculum and co-curricular activities. Through workshops, seminars, and mentorship 
programs, B-Schools are developing students' emotional intelligence, helping them 
understand and manage their emotions, and fostering empathetic leadership. They are 
also providing platforms for students to engage in mindfulness practices and stress 
management techniques, equipping them with the tools to overcome adversity and thrive 
in challenging circumstances. 
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Conclusion 
 
Indian B-Schools have embraced the challenges of the turbulent era by taking a STEP-UP 
approach. They have responded to the Covid-19 pandemic by embracing digital 
transformation and ensuring uninterrupted education through virtual classrooms, aligning 
with the Speed of Change (S) and the Technology (T) aspect. B-Schools have redesigned 
their curriculum to emphasize skill development, incorporating emerging disciplines and 
fostering an entrepreneurial mindset. By fostering industry-academia collaborations, they 
provide students with practical exposure and experiential learning opportunities, 
addressing the Environment (E) and the People (P) aspects of higher education 
institutions. Additionally, Indian B-Schools are nurturing emotional intelligence and 
resilience in students, recognizing their importance in leadership. They are also addressing 
societal challenges by integrating sustainability, ethics, and CSR into their curricula, 
aligning with the Environment (E) aspect.  
 


